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DECLARATION OF JOCOUENEE BERNARD

I, Jocquenee Bernard, certify under penalty of perjury that the following statement is true and
correct pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746.

1.

My name is Jocquenee Bernard. [ am thirty-seven years old and of sound mind.

I’m currently detained in the East Baton Rouge Parish Prison. I’ve been in the jail
since February 14, 2020. Right now, I'm on the Q4 line. I suffer from high blood
pressure and take medicine for this condition.

They don’t have the virus under control inside this jail. The guards don’t even wear
masks all the time like they’re supposed to. Lots of deputies have gotten sick. There
was an officer, Officer Warren, who died from the virus. He had a lot of contact with
some people on my line—he took people back and forth to court, and right before he
died he had taken us out to the yard for rec and to the chow hall. Officer Warren got
sick right after the first person in our line got really sick from the virus. That’s when
the outbreak really started to go downbhill.

A lot of us on my line were sick with coronavirus symptoms and didn’t even know it—
not until we heard about it on the news. T lost my sense of taste and smell, and I had
real trouble breathing. I reported to the nurses that 1 was sick with coronavirus
symptoms, but they ignored me. I tried to make a sick call, but they ignored it.
Sometimes they don’t give you the sick call form, or say they don’t have it even when
they do, or sometimes they just ignore it even when you do fill out a sick call. My
mom had to call them up and have them check on me. They said that without a fever of
over 100 degrees, they couldn’t treat me. They brushed it off as a cold, even if you
showed other symptoms of the virus. They refused to test me, gave me nothing more
than a little cough syrup, and charged me $10 for the sick call because they claimed
that I didn’t have coronavirus, even though they didn’t test me. They’re not supposed
to charge for medical care during the pandemic.

Almost everyone on my line and almost the entire Q building caught the coronavirus.
At one point, the guards and nurses pulled at least ten people off my line in March for
being so sick with the virus. But then they stopped taking people out and just put our
entire line on lockdown around late March. The ten guys who were pulled off my line
were gone for about two months. Not all of them have come back to this line, and I'm
not sure if they’ve all come back to the jail at all. Ithink some were taken to Angola.

The people who were taken off the line were the only ones tested for the virus on my
line—I haven’t seen anyone else be tested, even to today.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

My line is still under quarantine. We still get fed on the line and haven’t been to the
chow hall since the jail started the quarantine.

I heard from a hall man and from some of the guards that the whole Q building went on
lockdown around late March, and we’ve all been on lockdown ever since the first case
got into the jail. T also saw sick beds all over the medical holding tank, where I heard
the nurses were holding a lot of people who were sick and some men who were on
ventilators. | saw at least one man on a ventilator, and another guy who was being
treated in medical is on my line now. When I went back to medical for a blood
pressure check around July 30th, some of the cots were still in the medical holding
tank. I don’t think they were cleaned or sanitized, because they looked the same as the
last time I’d seen them.

In late April, the guards began passing out blue medical masks for us to use. That’s
around the same time they stopped testing anyone for the coronavirus. They stopped
giving out masks after a couple weeks and just gave us bandanas instead. A guard told
me this was because the real masks were too expensive. We had to make our masks or
bandanas last for at least a week each until the guards came to change them out. [ gota
cloth mask for the first time when I went to court on July 14th, because a guard saw me
wearing my bandana and didn’t want the court to know that we didn’t have real masks.
I’ve had a cloth mask since then, but some of the guys on my line still don’t have cloth
masks and are still wearing bandanas. The guards only change out our cloth masks
every 2-3 weeks.

The guards aren’t wearing their masks on the line all the time. Some don’t wear masks
at all, and some only have them hanging from their chins. The guards in medical don’t
all wear their masks either. They pretty much walk around how they want. Some of
the detainees don’t wear their masks, but the guards don’t remind or force anyone to
wear their masks unless they’re going to court.

The jail says that it has all the proper equipment and sanitation to fight the virus, but
that’s not true. I saw on the news that the jail had reopened condemned parts of the jail
to put the sickest people.

All they’ve done to tell us how to protect ourselves is put up a poster about washing
hands, but they haven’t given us more hand soap and they don’t give us antibacterial
soap or liquid soap.

The jail also recently spray painted a sign on the wall about social distancing. But you
can’t social distance up in here—it’s still crowded, and there are almost 120 people on
the line on top of each other all the time. There’s even more people on the line than
there were during the inspection in this case. During the inspection, there were a little
under 100 people on the line. The jail brought more people on the line immediately
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14.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

after the inspection. And the last few weeks, more and more people have been added to
my line. There are guys who came back from other quarantine or lockdown cells, and
they’re also bringing in new people off the street. Now, we’re almost back to full
capacity.

We have to be right on top of each other for roll call and pill call—we’ve got to be no
farther than 2 or 3 feet apart—and that’s been the same throughout the pandemic. In
the day room, we’re right on top of each other all the time, about a foot apart at most, if
you can get that much space. The guards don’t remind us to stay six feet apart—we
can’t do it, there’s no way.

We sleep on top of each other in the bedroom—I can easily reach across and touch the
next bed when I’m lying in mine.

The guards come by only about once a week with cleaning supplies like bleach or other
chemicals for us to clean the line with. We get a mop and bucket every day, but we
don’t always get real cleaning solution and sometimes the bucket already smells bad
when it comes onto the line, like something is spoiled in it.

The conditions inside are terrible. It’s deplorable in here. The roof is leaking, there’s
gnats, and there’s lots of black mold. We’re all breathing in black mold on a daily
basis.

I usually wear contacts, but those aren’t allowed inside. 1 can barely see anything
without them. My mom called the jail and asked to pay for glasses, but she never heard
back from them.

In April, they started giving us just two free calls a week, for about ten minutes a piece.
But that’s not what’s happening in practice. The guards can just cut off the calls you’re
on, depending on who comes on during shift change, and you can lose an entire call if
they cut you off right after you start the call. It happens an awful lot, about twenty
times a week total. The guys get really upset about this—phone calls are the only way
we have to connect with our family and friends while the jail is on lockdown.

Some of my court hearings got canceled because of the pandemic, and I wasn’t able to
go back to court until July 14th. At my hearing, the judge dropped my bond from
$85,000 to $3,000, but he added a stipulation that T add a tracking app to my cell phone.
The Bail Project agreed to bail me out, but I can’t afford the $500 monthly fee for the
tracking app, so I’m stuck in here.

Toward the beginning of the quarantine, I wrote a letter describing the horrible
conditions and mentality of the guards at the East Baton Rouge Parish Prison. Over 60
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men on my line signed onto my letter—I think almost everyone on the line then except
about 20 people signed the letter. The issues we raised in the letter are still problems.
A copy of the letter is attached to this Declaration.

22. I'm so worried for my kids. 1’ve got a little boy who is four years old and a little girl
who is about to turn four. I want to be there for them, and I’'m worried they’ll get sick.
I’m worried about them and about my mom. I just want to stay alive for them, to take
care of them all.

23. If I’m released, I’d go to my family’s home and stay in the spare bedroom, where |
could quarantine myself, and I would take care of my family. 1would be able to stay
away from people who were sick and buy myself alcohol-based cleaning supplies. I
would also have access to clean water, healthy food, and medical care of my choice if I
needed it.

This declaration was orally sworn to by Jocquenee Bernard on August 13, 2020, because the East
Baton Rouge Parish Prison is currently not permitting documents to be exchanged for signature.

Under penalty of perjury, I declare that | have read the foregoing in its entirety to Jocquenee
Bernard on August 13, 2020.

P LDk

Miriam Nemeth
Date: August 13, 2020
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