David J. Utter, Esq. 

The Claiborne Firm, P.C.
410 East Bay Street, Savannah, GA 31401
(912) 236-9559; david@claibornefirm.com  
WORK EXPERIENCE

Executive Director, Fair Fight Initiative • Savannah, GA









1/18 to present

Co-founded and led a regional legal organization seeking systemic reform of the criminal justice system and eliminating mass incarceration.
Attorney-at-Law, The Claiborne Firm, P.C. • Savannah, GA









6/15 to present

Representing individuals in a wide and varied litigation practice, including Civil Rights, Criminal Defense, and Personal Injury.

Juvenile Justice Specialist, SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER (SPLC) • Montgomery, AL










8/14 to 6/15
Identified and developed juvenile justice policy and systemic litigation opportunities for all SPLC juvenile justice reform work, including state-specific legal challenges to trying children as adults in Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi, and a legal challenge to force the state of Louisiana to provide effective assistance of counsel to incarcerated youth.   
Policy & Legislative Director, Florida Office, SPLC • Miami, FL











11/10 to 8/14
Developed and implemented policy and legislative agenda for the SPLC Florida office, successfully passing legislation that reduced youth arrests and incarceration.  Worked with state and local stakeholders to reform policy and practices to reduce pretrial detention and transfer to the adult criminal justice system, ultimately reducing youth arrests and detention by 40% and youth incarceration and transfer by over 50%. 

Director, Florida Office, SPLC • Miami, FL











1/08 to 11/10
· Developed and implemented statewide juvenile justice and school discipline reform project that focused on eliminating juvenile prison beds, reducing school-based arrests, and reducing the use of secure detention.
· Led litigation team that filed a class action suit against a private, for-profit youth prison.  The litigation led to over a million dollars in upgrades to improve conditions and treatment, and eventually to the closure of the facility.
· Worked with the U.S. Dept. of Justice to open a civil rights investigation against the notorious Dozier School for Boys and separately with state officials to close to the facility.   
Director, JUVENILE JUSTICE PROJECT OF LOUISIANA (JJPL) • New Orleans, LA

              9/97-12/07

· Co-founded and led a statewide legal organization seeking systemic reform of Louisiana’s juvenile justice system.  
· Responsible for organization’s vision, litigation strategy, fundraising and budget, board development, communications and media, and personnel.  
· Worked with the U.S. Dept. of Justice to successfully litigate a class action lawsuit that resulted in a settlement agreement improving conditions in all of Louisiana’s youth prisons.  
· Led a campaign that secured the passage of the Juvenile Justice Reform Act of 2003, which closed, inter alia, the Tallulah Correctional Center for Youth.  
· Created spin-off organizations to advocate for criminal and juvenile justice reform in New Orleans and defend youth accused of delinquent acts.    

Staff Attorney, LOUISIANA CRISIS ASSISTANCE CENTER (LCAC) • New Orleans, LA

7/93-9/97
· Co-founded and staff attorney for statewide legal organization seeking systemic reform of Louisiana’s indigent defender system for capital defendants.

· Represented capital defendants in trial courts throughout Louisiana.

· Litigated jail conditions cases in Lake Charles and New Orleans.  

· Successfully defended clients from the death penalty in every case, including proving the innocence of one.

· Created, with executive director, the organization’s vision and strategic planning. 

Sole Practitioner • New Orleans, LA











7/92-7/93

· Lead counsel for plaintiffs in class action suits in federal courts in Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi.

· Litigated civil rights issues in Mississippi.

· Wrote procedures published in an attorney manual on representing indigent defendants in capital trials.  
Staff Attorney, SOUTHERN CENTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS • Atlanta, GA
5/90-7/92

· Staff attorney for regional civil rights and death penalty defense organization.  
· Plaintiffs’ counsel in class action prison conditions lawsuits in federal courts in Alabama and Louisiana.
EDUCATION

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA, Gainesville, Florida: Juris Doctorate, Cum Laude, May 1989
EMORY UNIVERSITY, Atlanta, Georgia: BA in History, May 1986
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

Florida, Georgia, and Louisiana State Bar

Leadership Louisiana Class of 2000

Louisiana Law Institute’s Children’s Code Committee (former)
AWARDS

2005 Ford Foundation: Leadership for a Changing World 
2004 Louisiana Council of Jewish Women: Those Who Dared to Care About Kids 

2003 Louisiana State Bar Association: Distinguished Attorney of the Year 
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